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COUNCIL CHOOSES CHANGE 


he Central Council meeting at 

Swanwick, in early November, 

accepted the broad basis of 
the Director's Business Plan. 
During 2001 there will be further 
discussions and consultation, and 
then it will be brought to Council for 
final approval. The acceptance of the 
Plan may well prove to be the single 
most important decision Central 
Council has made for decades. 


Director Geoff Smith spoke to the 
Plan. He took as his theme ‘Toc H 
into the 21st Century’. He shared 
with Council the priorities he had 
outlined at interview - to which, 
he said, he had been working ever 
since. He talked of the wider 


context in which Toc H has to 

live. He described a world of 
modernising trends which cannot 
be ignored and many other 
charities are going through the 
same process of modernisation; in 
which traditional fund-raising will 
increasingly be overtaken by 
tendering and funding; in which 
people are reluctant to ‘join’ 
organisations; and in which charities 
work in a crowded market-place. 
‘For every cause there is a charity’ 
he said. He then looked at the 

Toc H context. He felt our problems 
were poor public visibility, a 
haemorrhage of cash, tension 
between the centre and members, 
and a declining membership. 


GREAT OPPORTUNITIES 


‘...But there are great opportunities 
too,’ he said. He listed the new 
regional and political frameworks, 
our strong asset base, the 
international nature of Toc H, and 
the fact that our key theme, 
reconciliation, was seen as relevant 
and urgent in the world today. He 
said he had been moved to find 
that, in the last Annual Report from 
Toc H S.Africa, some of his own 
words had been quoted close to 
those of one of his personal heroes, 
Alan Paton. Alan had written 
"Reconciliation is in fact the 
supreme task of Toc H, the healing 
of the wounds of estrangement’ 


Geoff explained that the Plan 


was both radical and traditional. 

The modemising approach to 
Governance and Treasury 
Management was certainly radical. 
It would create three regional 
companies, limited by guarantee. 
These would be cost centres, and 
they would operate under a central 
Toc H incorporated by a revised 
Royal Charter. By contrast, the 
development plans were firmly 
rooted in what was already in the 
Toc H ‘toolbox’. These included 
Families under Pressure schemes, 
Friendship Circles, the Volunteer 
programme and so forth. He 
commended the Plan to Council as a 
way forward which would modernise 
Toc H AND retain its core values. 


_ IN THIS Issue: 


Refugees - Bad news or good? 


At the Cenotaph 


Gentral Council 2000 
Toc H Youth Camp 


DECEMBER 2000 


Bringing people together 
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These youngsters were among many who 


enjoyed ‘Summer Fun on the Farm’, a fun day 
at ‘The Big Sheep and Little Cow’ In Bedale, 
N.Yorshire. This was timed to co-Incide with 
the end of Toc H week In September, 
and a lot of local people enjoyed the event. 


Toc H 


Toc H is committed to bullding a falrer 
society by working with communities ta 
promote friendship and service, confront 
prejudice and practise reconciliation. 
Toc H is about people. Founded in 1915, 
Toc H works to break down barriers 
between people by challenging their 
prejudices about others and the divisions 
which exist in society. Its work is based 
on Christian principles, and people of all 
faiths, and of none, are welcomed. 
Toc H works with people from all walks 
of life, tackling sacial problems, such as 
loneliness and deprivation, through an 
approach which emphasises self-help, and 
encourages people to accept responsibility 
for themselves and their local community. 
Toc H uses the model of the compass to 
offer four personal challenges which are 
the inspiration for its members. 
These ‘Four Points of the Compass’ are 
set out on page 2. 

Toc H Js a registered charity No 211042. 


The 2001 CEC. 


The following members were elected 
at Council to serve on the Central 
Executive Committee for 2001. They 
are: Di Claxton, Janet Clay, Ken 
Cockerton, Noreen Douglas, Peter 
Ellis, Andrea Fairhurst, Harry Graham, 
Anne Puddicombe, Derek Ridgway, 
Sybil Rimmer, John Stevens, Laurie 
Tuckey. Later in the weekend the 
CEC co-opted Darrell Christie and 
John Dickson. 

Di Claxton was elected to the Chair, 
and Janet Clay Vice-Chair. 


Di Claxton - who Is to chalr the 2001 CEC 
{photo by courtesy of Rick Woodward). 


The Four Points of the Compass are: 


. Friendship - ‘To Love Widely’ - 
to welcome all in friendship, 

. Service - ‘To Build Bravely' - 
to give personal service. 

. Falrmindedness - ‘To Think Falriy' - 
to listen always to the views 
of others and to find one's 
own convictions. 

. The Kingdom of God - ‘To Witness 
Humbly’ - to acknowledge the 
spiritual nature of man, to practice 
the Christian way of life, and to 
help the truth to prevail. 


Point 3 is the magazine of Toc H. It takes 
its name from the 3rd Point of the Toc H 
Compass, ‘Fairmindedness'. It seeks to 
inform, to encourage and to stimulate. 
Editor: John Mitchell c/o Toc H Central 
Services, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 
Tel: 01296 623911. Fax: 01296 696137 
E-mall: Info@toch.org.uk 
Letters Editor : Ken Prideaux-Brune. 
Next copy deadline: 17th January 2001. 
A full copy of the current editorial policy 
Is available on request from the Editor. 
The opinions expressed are those of the 
Individual concerned and not necessarily 
the views of the Editor or of Toc H. 
While Point 3 is made available to all 
members free of charge, voluntary 
contributions are welcome. 
The Editors reserve the right to cut 
or précis articles and letters submitted 
unless the writer specifically stipulates 
otherwise. 
Printed on chlorine-free, 
environmentally friendly paper. 


THE CENTRAL COUNCIL KE 'D 


THE CHAIRMAN’S YEAR 


n his welcome to Council Arthur 

Heffernan reflected on his year 

of office. He said he had felt 
privileged to be part of so many 
exciting events. Among those he 
listed were the Christmas Carol 
Concert at All Hallows last 
December, the formal opening of the 
Cannock Chase project, the Queen 
Mother’s birthday pageant in July, 
and the visit of Prince Charles to the 
Brixworth Park Project recently. 


He also told Council of his pleasure 
when, while holidaying in Gibraltar, 


THE FORMAL BUSINESS 


The Business Plan. The resolution, 
proposed by Harry Graham and 
seconded by Chris Williams, read 
‘That this Council approves and 
adopts this Business Plan as the 
basis for taking Toc H into the 21st 
century, subject to detailed discussion 
and final approval in 2001’. It was 
carried by a large majority. 


NB: Copies of the Business Plan can 
be obtained from Centra! Services. 


Annual Accounts and Trustees 
Report. Were presented by Jeremy 
Topham, on behalf of the CEC, and 
were duly noted. 


Simplified Accounts. A resolution, 
proposed by John Cox and seconded 
by Jean Whiteman, requested CEC 
to consider clarifying the present 
complicated and confused system 


he saw a sign ‘Toc H'. On entering, 
he and Jean were most warmly 
received by the organisers of this 
hostel. Formerly a Toc H Services 
Club, it is now an independent 
scheme, and provides friendly ang 
low-cost accommodation for people, 
especially back-packers, travelling 
through Gibraltar. 


At the close of the Council 
meeting Anne Puddicombe, 
Vice-Chair, thanked Arthur on 
behalf of the Movement. 
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for money being sent to central 
funds. It was carried. 


Lapsing Members. A resolution, 
proposed by Pat Turner and 
seconded by John Verrinder, 
proposed that, unless there were 
special circumstances, a member 
who makes no financial contribution 
to Toc H in any financial year should 
have their membership lapsed. It 
was defeated. 


This article is continued on page 6 


A MEMORABLE QUOTE - 
‘It's not WHAT gets you 


into Toc H - it's WHO gets 
you into Toc H?' 
Andrea Fairhurst. 


Welcome to our New Members 


J.M.GIll - N.E.Region 

Leslie Harrison - S.E.Region 

Mary Hanmer - Bridlington 

David Lloyd, Gareth Roberts, Colin 
White - Dolgellau 

Gladys Hall, Kathleen Lloyd, Mildred 
Purkis, Marjorie Rigo - Elmstead 
Antoni Szulc - Jedburgh 


Guest Members 


Spencer Gillard, Alan Teulon - 
Mid.E Region 

Tasleem Ahmed - N.E.Region 
Kenneth Edwards, lan Morris - 
N.Wales and N.W.Region 


Junior Members 


Grace Sheldon - Kempston 

Trudy Goldthorpe - Looe 

Catherine Roberts - Melton Mowbray 
Alison Gibbs, Darren Hughes, Phyllis 
Humphries, Les Jones - Old Colwyn 
Clive Roberts, Jean Roberts - Rhy! 
Judith Douglas, Shirley Maile - 
Rushden Royal 


Rosalind Hunt, Jan Vandelannoote - 
S.E.Region 
Richard Ousley, Patricia Woodman - 
S.W.Region 


Laura Currington, Yasmin Jones, Danielle Palmer - Kempston 
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The research bes wil tabon by LTV 
Stephen Cowling - into how Toc H might 
help with asylum seekers - led him to 
many organisations. One was the 
Association for Visitors to Immigration 
Detainees (AVID) where he met John 
Alleyne, who founded it. John was on 
the Toc H staff in Bristol In the 1960s, 
as a staff chaplain, and kindly agreed to 
write this article for us. 
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A Roma faml!ly arriving at Dover docks having 
fled racial persecution In Eastern Europe. 
- photo by permission of UNHCR 


few years ago a church 
delegation visited a Home 
Secretary. The delegates 


expressed their concern about the 
harsh and unjust treatment of 
refugees who come to Britain. But 
their appeal for fairness and 
compassion foundered on what the 
Home Secretary considered to be 
self-evident facts; there are too many 
refugees and we cannot afford them. 


Hence every effort, fair or unfair, to 
stop them. The Government is at this 
moment enlarging the indiscriminate 
use of detention. It is thought to be 
a deterrent. It is certainly a cruel 
welcome to those who had hoped for 
freedom, especially those who have 
been raped and tortured, or survived 
the death of those dear to them. 
Actually, the only known effects of 
detention are the high toll of 
depressive illness it engenders, and 
the enormous expenditure involved. 


Then there are the fines exacted 
from road hauliers, airline and 
shipping companies who allow 
through anyone lacking valid papers; 


©- BAD NEWS OR Ge 


this in defiance of the fact that many 
refugees will have had their 
passports confiscated by their 
persecutors. Those refugees reaching 
Britain receive support at well below 
subsistence level, and for at least six 
months are prohibited from earning a 
living. Food is available at selected 
shops operating the voucher system. 
If the process by which their future is 
determined is found to be at fault 
they can stay until the courts review 
their circumstances, but under the 
new Bill all means of support will be 
removed. Such callous treatment is 
unprecedented in our history. 


It is time | invited the reader (if you 
have survived this far!) ta surface 
from these murky depths for a breath 
of clean air. | quote William Blake who 
represents a fiercely contrary 
tradition: ‘If the doors of perception 
were cleansed everything would 
appear to man as it is, infinite (Cin 
promise). For man has closed himself 
up, till he sees all things through the 
narrow chinks of his cavern’ (The 
Marriage of Heaven and Hell). 


TOC H BRIEFING PAPERS on 
REFUGEES/ASYLUM SEEKERS 
See back page 


Now here's a surprising widening of 
the chink. The Government has 
suggested that in view of the 
shortage of doctors, nurses and 
engineers, among others, we could 
benefit by welcoming some 100,000 
suitably qualified immigrants a year. 
This, incidentally, is just about twice 
the number of refugees permitted last 
year to stay in Britain. But | want to 
make a much closer connection than 
mere numbers. A study, ‘The 
Resettlement of Refugees in Britain’, 
(1) conducted for the Home Office a 
few years ago, notes that ‘The 
majority of asylum seekers come with 
substantial work and educational 
qualifications, the bulk of which are 
under-utilised, to their chagrin and our 
country’s general loss’. 


A couple of weeks ago a doctor was 
forcibly returned to a country of the 
former Soviet Union. He was not able 
to support with enough evidence his 
very real fear of death on his return - 
a not unusual problem for asylum 
seekers. Another, Sandy, who is 
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happy to be mentioned, is so 
determined to be a nurse that she 
began training the moment she was 
released from detention, even though 
she realises that the loss of her family 
savings back home and the threats to 
life are judged not sufficiently serious 
for her to be allowed to stay. 


But refugees are known, partly through 
the findings of the report already 
mentioned, to be an unusually hard- 
working and wealth-creating group 
within the country. In Leicester alone a 
group of refugees who have made their 
fortune are providing employment for 
an aggregate of over 30,000 people. 


This is not all. A hard-nosed American 
economist has amassed evidence (2) 
which shows that an urge to help 
others is as powerful an element in 
human nature as the urge to better 
oneself. This, he argues, means that 
the best-made economic plans of 
Government are likely to fail unless 

a significant place in public life for 
human idealism and selflessness is 
recognised. A purely acquisitive 
society is likely to destroy itself or 
bore itself to death. The desire to be 
compassionate is also an essential 
aspect of our nature. 


So it could be we need the refugees 
as much as they need us. And if their 
presence enables us to give more 
place to compassion in our public life, 
we could well discover that we are 
more in debt to them than they to us. 


Somail refugees - photo by permission of UNHCR 


(1) Carey-Wood - The Settlement of 
Refugees in Britain. Home Office 
research study - No 141 HMSO 1995 


(2) Robert H. Frank - Passions within 
Reason. N.Y.Norton 1988. 


‘FOUR DAYS OF THE YSER’ V AL: 
POPERINGE BY JENNY BANKS 


even members of the Vale Royal 
Sa in Cheshire, set off for 

Poperinge at the end of August. 
Only two had stayed at Talbot House 
before, but this time it was for a 
specific purpose. Every year people in 
Belgium pay tribute to all the young 
men who died in the First World War 
by walking four different routes 
around the River Yser over four days. 
Each day is about 21 miles and one 
can choose to walk on one, two, three 
or all four days. As we were not 
experienced walkers, we chose to 
walk for one. 


Jacques at Talbot House, however, is 
an experienced walker. ‘Don't rush 
the first few miles’ he said, ‘Take it 
easy or you will be in a ditch before 
the end!’. We took note of his words. 
We were privileged to have new 
Director, Geoff Smith with us, as he 
was in Belgium at the time and 
decided to join us - a decision | don't 
think he regretted! 


We gathered in the Poperinge Square 
at 8-30 a.m. and joined the crowds 
there, including some of the Belgian 
Army. The atmosphere was electric, 
everyone raring to go. There was a 
feeling of comradeship in the air; 
everyone was there to help each other, 


whoever you were, wherever you 
came from, to finish the walk. Then 
we were off, with Jacques’ words of 
advice in our ears, while Jacques 
himself went off fast as lightning and 
was never seen again until the end! 


At the five mile point there was a 
bus, which could take you to the last 
five miles, so you just walked ten 
altogether. But the Vale Royal 
Branch, once set a challenge, like to 
see it through so we walked on - a 
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John Baker, one of the Toc H team 


decision we began to regret at the 15 
mile point. We slowly began to split 
up as each of us found our own pace, 
We met an English policeman, 
walking in full uniform; we met 
Belgians and Dutch and each one 
passed the time of day. 


By the final five miles Sheryl Hughes 
and | were struggling, and stopped at 
a coffee stand. Here we met two 
Belgian men, one 50 and one 70 (who 
was on his fourth day of walking!). 
They realised we were struggling and 
they walked with us to offer moral 
support. Their encouragement was 
priceless, and as we all reached the 
end there was much jubilation, hugs 
and kisses. On our return to Talbot 
House we found everyone else had 
finished hours before, but they had 
not had the privilege of the company 
of our two friends! 


The walk gave us time to reflect on all 
aspects of life, our own and those we 
walked with. For me it was like taking 
some time to get off our busy world 
for a day and spend some time with 
fellow human beings. This is something 
we get little time to do. | think the 
others were as moved as | was and 
we plan to walk again next year - 
maybe even for more than one day! 


SWAP SHOP 


24 hour gathering took place 
at Alison House in October, 
called a Swap Shop. It was 


designed to spread news and 
know-how of good, member-led, 
development. Jean Whiteman, 
S.E.Regional Chairman, reports.... 


We arrived from all parts of the 
country - a good Toc H mix. We had 
been invited by the S.E. Region 
Membership Development Group to 
share ideas and experiences of 
some long term projects happening 
in Toc H today. Each contributor gave 
a lively and informative report on 
how they started, and then 
maintainea, some excellent projects. 
Each also produced a back-up paper 
to explain more. 

We heard about the Wyre Forest 
‘Thumb-a-lift’ scheme which benefits 
a large area of small villages with a 


poor, if not non-existent, public 
transport system. We heard of people 
with handicaps who can now enjoy a 
holiday thanks to some dedicated 
volunteers in Norfolk who made 
excellent use of local radio and press 
to raise cash. We heard of the 
Friendship Circle in Sheffield run 
entirely by members. 


John and Nancy Kilburn told us 
about the launch of a shop where 
customers can call in and have a 
coffee and a chat as well as shop. 
They told of the community action 
group that came from this, and the 
Community Car Scheme it started - 
and how funds were raised by 
bargaining - ‘If | do this for you, what 
can you do for me?’ We heard of 
Conservation work using young 
offenders under the new Government 
scheme, and the problems that can 


be encountered, and overcome. We 
learned how to plan a Blood Donor 
Day with all the pitfalls explained - 
Walsall Branch have proved that you 
can recruit one person per minute if 
you are single minded. 


The highlight for me was hearing 
about the Carers’ holidays run 
regularly in the S.West Region. and 
the testimony of one carer who 

said that Toc H was a saviour. While 
she spoke the roam was spellbound 
and there was a not a dry eye round 
the table. 


It was a privilege to share such a 
beneficial 24 hours. | wish more 
members could have been there. 
However, for anyone interested, the 
‘back-up’ papers are being collated, 
and sets of them will be available 
shortly, free, if you write to John 
Mitchell, at Central Services. 


\ UTH CAMP 


ya first Toc H Youih Camp took 
„ace on a weekend in August. 
Although there are now Youth 
Members in various parts of the 
country, this first camp was based 
in Cheshire - but next year the camp 
may well be in the South. 23 children 
and 10 adults, (including Director 
Geoff Smith), enjoyed a busy but 
rewarding weekend. 
Jenny Banks takes up the story... 


he venue was the Toc H camp 

at Adlington. It was a perfect 

setting - green fields, fresh air, 
sunshine, tents and huts. To the 
horror of the children, no electricity - 
which means no television! However, 
with the help of active volunteers we 
soon filled their time, so they didn't 
give it a second thought. 


We made kites, the children picked 
raspberries and made jam, we had 


te. 
In a good example of old and new 


together, Harpenden Branch recently 
entertained a group from the East 


Howard Hassall, a new member of 
Broughton Astley Men's Branch, recently 
held a sale of beans from his allotment. He 
sold 55 Ibs of beans and no less than 192 
lbs of kidney beans! The outcome - a total of 
£130 for branch funds. Well done Howard. 


Joan Encill reports that, for the fifth year 
running, Kings Norton and Northfield (W) 
Branch held a buffet fund-raising lunch in 
aid of the Khasdobir project. This was in the 
home of member Ruby Brooks. Overall the 
grand sum of £302 was raised, of which 
£10.80 was in a jar of coins collected by 
Ruth Dickson (regional chairman John 
Dickson's young daughter). 


This year's ‘North of the River Rally’ was 
hosted by Buckingham Branch, who 
organised a very happy and successful day, 
with well over 100 members present. Lunch 
was arranged by ladies from Buckingham 
Church - after which members enjoyed a 
talk by the Director, Geoff Smith. 
Entertainment followed, and tea, and then a 
closing service led by the Branch Padre, 
Paul Wigfield. 


New and Old Toc H 


picnics and camp fires. The group, of 
all ages, soon made friends including 
our very own Britney Spears dance 
troupe! We had a workshop where 
children learnt to play African drums, 
and a little boy called Charlie found 
he had a real skill. So remember, 
Charlie, ask your Mum for drums 

for Christmas! 


Around the camp-fire and during 
Picnics the volunteers and children 
talked a lot about Toc H and what 
they wanted from membership. In 
fact we made membership cards, 
but they liked them so much they 
took them home So please, youth 
members, put pen to paper and 
design a membership card - and 
send them to me, Jenny Banks, at 
the address opposite. 


We are also hoping to form a Youth 
Membership Committee. We are 


London Family Project. Before driving to 
Harpenden, the group of mums and 
children had been to Stanborough 
Lakes, and then went strawberry 
picking at Wheathampstead (definitely 
NOT a normal past-time in East 
London!). They were then welcomed to 
tea by branch members, and shown 
something of Harpenden including the 
church (see photo) before they went 
home. A repeat visit is likely. 


Children in Year 9 of Whitby High School in 
Ellesmere Port, Cheshire, heard about the 
Khasdobir project. In particular, they liked 
the idea of the ‘Schools under the Sky’. The 
result - they set to and raised £3,000 for 
the project. 


Higham Ferrers Ladies Toc H celebrated their 
50th birthday in September. 70 guests came 
to a party, which included a buffet with a 
beautiful Toc H cake (see photo) made by 
Margaret Parkinson and her husband. Guests 
included the Mayor of Higham Ferrers and 
consort Harold Binder (former member of 
Higham Ferrers Men's Branch) and Harry 
Graham, Mid-East Regional Chairman. 
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Terri and Gemma enjoying the camp. 


looking for two more adult Toc H 
members who might get involved 
and get it running smoothly. And 
what about you Youth members - 
would you like a Youth member 
representative on that? And have 
you any other ideas, about absolutely 
ANYTHING? Send them to me, 
Jenny Banks, at 11 Troutbeck Grove, 
Winsford, Cheshire, CW7 2 SX. 


Karen Baker, of 
Vale Royal 
Branch, making 
friends with 
Deputy Prime 
Minister, John 
Prescott. They 
met at the 
Diversity 2000 
event in Chester, where Karen was one 
of a group of volunteers representing 
Toc H. Mr Prescott paid tribute to the 
work of community groups such as our 
Families Under Pressure schemes. 


BRIEF 


Mansfield Woodhouse Branch report on a 
busy Autumn. Irene Garratt tells us that 
September saw their annual harvest 
thanksgiving and, afterwards, a produce 
auction raised £27 for Toc H funds. In 
October they held their third annual brass 
band concert when R.J.B. Mining Brass Band 
played to a capacity audience, and £385 was 
raised. Also in October they ran their annual 
party for blind and partially sighted people. 
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Jim Cooper tells us that the first meeting of 
the new Leicester District (combining 
Chamwood and Leicester Districts) went 
well, with a warm welcame to members 
from Anstey and Broughton Astley. Branches 
reported a staggering number of community 
based projects, some old, some new. Cosby 
had run a duck race involving youth 
organisations, a Ladies Friendship group had 
been started, Broughton are already short of 
places for their annual Carol Gift Service, and 
Anstey continue their regular Bingo sessions 
which help to fund their room, which in tum 
is made available to many community 
groups. Plans are being laid for a big fund- 
raising event next summer. 


TOC H PIONEERS? 


l recently attended a ‘Swap Shop’ at 
Alison House (See page 4 - Ed) where 
a number of us were outlining ideas for 
various community projects in which 
we were involved. it was a very 
interesting couple of days, and | now 
know a lot more about the ways in 
which Toc H members contribute to 
their local communities. 


During the weekend we had a 
brainstorming session, in the course of 
which a germ of an idea came to me 
which | would like to offer to the 


readers of Point 3. It’s very basic at 
the moment, but no doubt there are 
many fellow members who could flesh 
it out for me. 


We've recently moved house and there 
iS no active branch in our new locality. 
So, in terms of Toc H community 
involvement via a branch, we're left 
high and dry. There may well be many 
others in a similar predicament, either 
because there is no branch where they 
live, or because the branch to which 
they belong doesn't feel able to start 
up a new project. | wondered, 


therefore, if there is scope for one or 
two members to work on a community 
project outside the branch structure? If 
they wanted to start up or support a 
local venture, they could do so in the 
name of Toc H, liaising with Central 
Services and keeping their own region 
informed, but not being dependent 
upon branch involvement to do so. We 
might call such individuals or groups 
‘Toc H Pioneers’? 


What do members think? 


John Kilburn 
Easingwold, York 


TOC H AT THE CENOTAPH 


by Mike Bullock 


or the first time for many years 
members of Toc H had the 
privilege of representing the 


Movement at the Cenotaph in 
Whitehall on Remembrance Day 2000. 


In company with a Toc H contingent 
of 22 in all, three members of Walsall 
Branch were present. These were 
Graham Stevenson, a veteran of both 
the Western Desert and Normandy 
campaigns during the Second World 
War, Derek Ridgway and myself. We 
assembled at 9-30 a.m. in, thankfully, 
benign weather conditions, given 
recent climatic disasters. For the 
Walsall party this followed our visit to 
the Cenotaph the previous day - 
Armistice Day - with the Western 
Front Association. This was to 
commemorate, specifically, the fallen 
of the First World War. It was followed 
by a memonal service in the Guards 
Chapel and attendance at the British 
Legion Festival of Remembrance at 
the Albert Hall. 


Continued from page 2 - The Central Council Weekend 


THE PLEDGE 


ast year, at Central Council 
[Lee Fairhurst challenged 
all present to pledge 
themselves to raise an extra £100 for 
Toc H during the year. Clutching her 
own can of ‘Pledge’ she reported that 
the idea had caught people's 
imagination. There had been a variety 
of enterprising schemes ‘from shaved 
heads to marmalade!’. She especially 
applauded Chris Williams, who gave 
up smoking in order to fulfil her 
pledge - (and knowing how much 
Chris used to smoke, this is also a 
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All those who 
attended the 
Remembrance 
Day Parade 
would have 

felt, with me, 
the great sense 
of comradeship 
and commitment 
to future world 
peace. This 

year it was 
shared, for the first time, with a 
much larger and more representative 
group of people from across the 
national spectrum, numbering around 
10,000 in all. 


Having taken part in the March Past, 
during which Toc H laid a wreath at 
the Cenotaph, we moved on to Horse 
Guards where HRH The Princes Royal 
took the salute, before dismissal. 


It was both important and appropriate 
that Toc H should be represented at 
this commemoration. | know we all 
felt very privileged to attend. 


contribution to the reduction of global 
warming! - Ed). Andrea herself took 
on a small job in a local library to 
raise her £100. 


Andrea was aware that a number of 
members had raised money and sent 
it direct to Family Purse, or through 
other schemes, for which she had no 
figures. But she herself knew of over 
£3,000 raised, and this would rise. 
She was then presented with a large 
(literally!) cheque from Walsall Branch 
for their pledge money - £800. 


A FAITH THAT WORKS 


nthe Sunday morning of 
O Council Geoff Smith spoke 

to Council on the theme A 
Faith that Works’. He reminded us 
of the origins, and reminded us that 
all Toc H work seeks to be true to 
that vision, which has community 
at its centre. He looked at each of 
the Four Points of the Compass, 
(the ways in which we try to live 
out that vision) and considered 
what each of the Four Point 
challenges means today. 


Geoff went on to explain how the 
newer expressions of Toc H, which 
are the key growth targets of the 
Business Plan, each tie in with these 
commitments. He went on to say 
that we should always be looking 
beyond the current ‘tool box', and 
not be afraid of new developments. 


He pointed out that the Four Points 
arose out of particular theological 
principles. ‘As a Christian fellowship 
which is open to all, whether 
Christian or not, Toc H needs to 
revisit these theological principles 
within the contemporary context’ 
he said. He went on to look briefly 
at each from that standpoint, 
linking them both to traditional 
Biblical texts and more modern 
theological insights. 


This brief article cannot begin to 
convey the detail and richness of 
Geoff's exposition. A transcript is 
available, however, free on request 
from Toc H Central Services. We 
commend it to members 
everywhere. It will actually be the 
first of a series of ‘Occasional 
Papers’ Geoff plans to write. 


Peter «ton, who died in October, was 
a leading figure in the South East region 
for many years, including a long stint as 
regional secretary. He joined Toc H in 
4962 in Norbury and, in various different 
branches over the years, remained a 
keen and loyal member until his death. 
He also served for a period as secretary 
of the Cuddesdon House Committee, In 
later years, living in Wantage, he also 
made a huge contribution to Sports for 
the Disabled. He was a calm, practical 
man, always steadfast in adversity, and 
a good friend. 


Joan Foreman, who died in October, was 
a member of Bromley Ladies Branch 

for many years and served terms as 
jobrnaster and secretary until it closed. 
She then moved to the District Branch. 
She was a faithful friend and will be 
missed by all at the church she attends 
as well as her friends in Toc H. HB 


Herbert Milford, who spent his working 
life on the railways, died in September. 
Herbert joined Toc H in 1959, when he 
moved to Exeter, and was treasurer of 
St.Thomas (Exeter) Men's Branch. 
When the two St.Thomas Branches 
amalgamated he became chairman and 


TRIBUTES 


remained in that post until the branch 
closed in 1996. Even when living in 
sheltered accommodation with his wife, 
he enjoyed a twice yearly visit from 
local members. DG 


Toc H, and in particular Stockport 
Branch, have lost a good and long 
serving member with the death of 
Willlam Eric Stead, who died in 
September. He had been a dedicated 
member for almost 70 years, and 
was well known in the Manchester 
area, especially at Mark IV. During the 
recent refurbishment of Claytonfield 
Children's Camp in Cheshire, he and 
his wife Florence came every summer 
Tuesday for three years, to help the 
work. He always showed great care 
and interest in his friends, and will be 
greatly missed. IC 


Bill Carolan, of Hythe Branch, who 
died in October, came to Toc H through 
the Umbrella Club run by the branch. 
He was always grateful to Toc H for 
the fellowship he received - not only 

in recent years, but which he met in 
Toc H Clubs behind the lines during the 
2nd World War and, after it, back in 
the Midlands. TC 


MY FAVOURITE PRAYER 


Re F = 


Dorothy Cross, who died in August, 
was a loyal member of Dover Branch, 
which had made her welcome after 

the death of her husband. Despite 
increasing ill health she always did what 
she could for Toc H. 


Jean Gill, of Mansfield Woodhouse 
Branch, died in September. She first 
became a member when serving as a 
quartermaster with the Red Cross in 
Nottingham during the 2nd World War. 
She saw Toc H members serving 
drinks and meals to service men and 
women, and decided she would like to 
help. She was a lovely gentle lady and 
was loved by all who knew her. She 
will be sadly missed. 1G 


The Rev Willy van Dongan, who died in 
October, was not only a valued member 
of Elmstead Market Branch - she was 
also a very dear friend and branch 
padre. She grew up in wartime Holland 
and after the war worked with 
refugees. She was a very interesting 
lady and was always there for anyone 
who was in need. She had a character 
and personality of her own and that 
was what made her very special. She 
will be missed by many. WH 


OBITUARIES 


We thank all those who have sent in their favourite prayer. We are, to be In August 


honest, somewhat overwhelmed, and we ask you to understand if yours Dorothy Cross Dover 
does not appear, because we will not be able to print them all. 
y a p 3 In September 
For this Christmas issue, we asked the Rev Colin Elliott, Regional Chaplain Joan Foreman S.E.Region 
to the S.East pegon to send us something suitable. This was his Jean Gill Mansfield Woadhouee 
response, for which we are grateful. Herbert Milford Ereta 
The weeks before Christmas are a very busy time for many. There seems to Mary Pennington Melton Mowbray 
be such a mountain of tasks to get through - cards to be written, presents Beatrice Polglase Liverpool 


bought, parties and carol services to attend - and all at a time when the 


i i Florence Sharman Haywain District 
shops are crowded, the queues longer, and the roads even busier. 


Wiliam Stead Stockport 
As a result, when Christmas Day eventually arrives, many people sit back Joan Vanderpol Broughton Astley 


with a sigh of relief, thinking ‘Well that's all over for another year!’ Whereas 


Christmas Day is really meant to be the start, not the end, of a season of In October 

celebration. This can also mean that with the lights and decorations packed Gladys Bateman Thanet 
away for another year, January can seem a very long and dreary month, Beatrice Buttrey Lea Valley 
Christmas having been left behind at the end of the old year. William Carolan Hythe 


Broughton Astley 
Jesse Goodyear Lincoln District 
Peter Sutton N.Bucks/Oxon 
‘Willy’ van Dongen Elmstead 


| like the prayer (author apparently unknown) found in the Toc H book Iris Davies 


‘Yours is the glory’ which is entitled ‘The Christmas Spirit all the year’ 


‘Oh Christ who came at Christmas to fill the hearts of us all 
Come among us tonight and fill our hearts again 
With love and laughter to keep our spirits bright 


That through the year hereafter we may keep the Christmas light’ In November 


Albert Bird 
‘Len’ Sebright 


Green Street Green 


Hopefully, as throughout the year we ‘take’ Light in the Ceremony of Light, ERNA 


it helps us to do just that. 
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DIRECTOR’S 
DEVELOPMENT APPEAL 


A Call for Sponsorship 


Geoffrey Smith, Director, will undertake a 
sponsored walk next September - from Poperinge 
to All Hallows Church in London. 


Begining on Sunday 17th September, after the 
Talbot House AGM, he will walk: 


Poperinge to Bourbourg 

Bourbourg to Calais 

(crossing by Eurotunnel) 

Cheriton to Maidstone 

Maidstone to Dartford 

Dartford to All Hallows 
A distance of 125 miles - arriving Sat 24th September. 
There will also be a Service at All Hallows. 
You are invited to sponsor Geoff... and encourage 
others to do so. Sponsor forms can be obtained 
from Central Services, or you can just send ina 
pledge by letter. Suggested minimum is 4p a mile 
(£5 in total) - suggested maximum is 40p per mile 
(£50 in total) OR you COULD just send a cheque - 
payable to ‘Toc H - The Director's Appeal’ 


REFUGEES/ASYLUM SEEKERS 


Have you read the article on page 3. 

Do you want to know more about refugees? 

Do you know the connection between the refugees 
mentioned in the article and the ‘asylum seekers’ 
the press talk about so much? 

Do you want to have some hard facts and statistics 
to contradict popular myths? 

Do you want to know how you could help? 

Write to Central Services and ask for the new (free) 
briefing papers. 


Project Leader Training Events 


Toc H depends on volunteers to help organise, 

and lead, our residential events programme. 

Do you think you have what it takes to successfully 
plan or lead such events? 

if so, please apply for one of our leaders preparation 
weekends. 

16-18 February 2001, Wendover, Buckinghamshire 
or 

16-18 March 2001, Colsterdale, North Yorkshire 
Further details from our Events Co-ordinators 
Suzanne Dunwell: tel/fax 01677 - 425152 

Lesley Whittaker: tel/fax 01902 - 721854. 


‘BEST OF BRITISH’? | 
or the worst? es 


Le 
= 1 
What is it to be British? > 
Can we use the label VS : | 
‘British’ any more? aa | 
Is being British hopelessly bound up with 


racism and intolerance, or can it be an 
identity for the 21st century? 


A Toc H Cameo. 


In the wake of the recent Runnymede report, 
questions of national identity are very much 
in the forefront of national debate. During this 
weekend we hope to bring together some people 
whose families have lived here for generations, 
some who have more recently arrived, and some 
who are not yet sure whether their applications for 
asylum will be successful. Together we will discuss 
these questions and talk about issues which unite 
and divide us. 


2 - 4th February at Epping Forest Youth Hostel 
Cost £20 per person ( concessions available) 
For details contact: 

John Mitchell, 94 Burcott Lane, 

Bierton, Aylesbury HP22 5AS 

Tel: 01296 - 435929 


Alison House 


Alison House has been 

welcoming members and 
friends for over 30 years. 
Many still go, and love it. 


It offers: 

e The warmth and welcome of Bill and Dorothy Pepper 

e The comfort of the house itself and the beauty of 
the extensive gardens 

e The lovely Derbyshire countryside 

e The companionship of those who share the house 
with you 


For details of the 2001 programme of holiday weeks, 
activity weeks etc, contact Bill Pepper at Alison House, 
Intake Lane, Cromford, Derbyshire DE4 3RH 

Tel 01629 - 822316 


Also at ALISON HOUSE - Jack and Pat Turner will again 
be organising a Family Holiday - from Sun 16th to Fri 
21st September 2001. If you would like to join them, 
contact them direct on 01234 - 306286. (Please note - 
This is a NEW telephone number) 
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